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1.0

INTRODUCTION & STATEMENT OF NEED

St Marylebone Church is undertaking works to repair and refurbish the building under the project title
Changing Lives (SMCL). The proposals seek to improved facilities for church and community use, but also
incorporate the long term care and maintenance of the Grade I listed church building. The project is
particularly focused on the Crypt but also includes ground floor areas that are connected and affected by
the Crypt proposals. In addition, there are conservation repair works to the external facades and
extensive repairs and performance enhancements to the roof.
This statement, compiled by Caroe Architecture Ltd (CAL), focuses on the proposed works to the wall
monuments that are located in the Ground Floor and Crypt at St Marylebone Church. It should be read
alongside the schedule of monuments (703A & B) and a set of drawings in Appendix B:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

(EX)270 and 271 Ground and Crypt as Existing
(EX) 404 West Vestibule as Existing plan and elevation
(EX)414 East vestibule as Existing plan and elevation
(EX)417 Browning Room as Existing plan and RCP
(EX)418 Browning Room as Existing elevations
(EX)429 Existing Kitchen as Existing plan and elevations
(GA)270-272 Crypt, Ground and Second Floor Plan as Proposed
(GA) 404 West Vestibule as Proposed plan and elevation
(GA)414 East vestibule as Proposed plan and elevation
(GA)417 Browning Room as Proposed plan and RCP
(GA)418 Browning Room as Proposed elevations
(GA)429 Lift / Stair Circulation as Proposed plan and elevations
(GA)448 Undercroft Mtg Rm Elevations
(GA)481 HCC Monuments

The requirement to move particular monuments is in connection with the Changing Lives project. The
reasons are specific in each case, and are given in detail in sections 4.0 to 7.0. In most cases this is due to
the monuments being left vulnerable if retained in current positions; in other cases the nature and use of
the space is changing and the retention would not be appropriate; and in some other cases, such as the
existing kitchen and lift area, the display and setting of these monuments is already poor or
inappropriate, the walls on which some are currently mounted are being removed, and general
improvement is sought to these spaces. In that case there is the opportunity to re-present each
monument affected in a much better arrangement.
As part of the development of the project, in April 2018 the church instructed specialist conservators,
Cliveden Conservation, to undertake a full condition survey of the existing wall monuments (see Appendix
C) noting necessary conservation repairs and cleaning. This has been revisited in May 2020 to ensure that
any new defects have been captured. It is proposed to undertake these works as part of the Changing
Lives project and for the works to be undertaken by a specialist contractor. These works will need to be
carefully co-ordinated and protected with the other packages to ensure that no harm occurs to the
delicate, significant wall monuments.

Page 3 of 35

The proposals have been reviewed by Cliveden Conservation and structural engineers, Alan Baxter
Associates to develop the most appropriate solutions. However, no opening up works having been
undertaken so when the work commence there will be another review of the methodology to ensure the
most appropriate and suitable approach is undertaken to ensure the preservation and care of the items.
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2.0

BASIS OF SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSMENT

Significance is the concept that underpins current conservation philosophy and practice. The significance
of heritage assets is defined in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) as, ‘The value of a heritage
asset to this and future generations because of its heritage interest. That interest may be archaeological,
architectural, artistic or historic. Significance derives not only from a heritage asset’s physical presence,
but also from its setting’. As noted in the British Standard 7913 (2013) ‘Guide to the conservation of
historic buildings’, understanding the contribution of a particular historic building (or archaeological
feature) to the wider historic environment allows significance to be taken into account when making
decisions. The aim of conservation is to sensitively manage change to a place to ensure that its
significance is not only protected, but also revealed, reinforced and enhanced at every possible
opportunity.
In drawing together an overall Statement of Significance for St Marylebone we have followed the
approach set out in ‘Conservation Principles, Policy and Guidance’ (paragraphs 30-60) published by
English Heritage in 2008, with the basis of significance related to the family of heritage values set out in
that document; namely:
•
•

•

•

Evidential significance derives from the potential of the site to provide evidence of past human
activity. The archaeological resource and its potential capacity to respond to investigative analysis
make a primary contribution to evidential value.
Historical significance derives from the way in which historical figures, events and aspects of life can
be connected through a place to the present. This includes associative, illustrative and
representational value, and encompasses among other things; rarity or survival, the extent of
associated documentation, the ability to characterise a period and association with other
monuments.
Aesthetic significance derives from the way in which people draw sensory and intellectual stimulation
from a place. This includes not only formal visual and aesthetic qualities arising from design for a
particular purpose, but more fortuitous relationships of visual elements arising from the development
of the place through time, and aesthetic values associated with the actions of nature.
Communal significance is vital to the significance, at the heart of which are the many layered
meanings that a place may hold in contemporary society. Commemorative and symbolic values are
founded in collective memory and history of identity, and social value can derive from the
contemporary uses of a place.

In Jeremy Musson’s Statement of Significance and Impact Assessment of Proposed Works for St
Marylebone (2014) from which we draw in this document, the degree of significance of the heritage asset
was outlined according to the following scale:
•
•
•
•

High: important at national or international level, with high cultural value and making an important
contribution towards the character and appearance of St Marylebone.
Medium: important at regional level or sometimes higher, with some cultural importance and some
contribution towards the character and appearance of St Marylebone.
Low: of local value only but possibly of regional significance for group or their value. Minor cultural
importance and contribution to the character or appearance of St Marylebone.
Neutral: little or no cultural value but do not detract from the character or appearance of St
Marylebone.
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•

2.1

Intrusive, or detracting: detracting from the values of St Marylebone or its character and appearance.
Efforts should be made to remove or enhance these features.

A Statement of Significance for St Marylebone Parish Church

Architect Thomas Hardwick’s classical Grade I Listed Church of St Marylebone sits on a site documented
as a place of Christian worship for over 600 years. Jeremy Musson describes it as ‘Something of a
departure from Thomas Hardwick’s normally conservative approach. St Marylebone is rightly regarded as
one of his finest works, and shows his design skills in a mature and inventive period’. 1
The building and demolition of churches on this site in the 15th, 18th and 19th centuries, and the significant
19th and 20th century alterations to the interior of Hardwick’s church all tell the story of this Parish’s fast
paced development; its growing population and changing needs as well as changes in taste and liturgical
practice. St Marylebone has not only kept pace with change but has also led the way; pioneering in the
1980s the development of the church building to help address the health and wellbeing of the local
community, in addition to meeting its spiritual needs.
Significant figures and events are associated with the churches on this site and there is a strong continuity
of Parish life which threads through the different church buildings and treatments of the churchyard. In
the current church of St Marylebone, Elizabeth and Robert Browning were married, Charles Dickens
christened his son and immortalised it in his novel Dombey and Son; and remnants of former stained glass
windows destroyed during the Second World War are beautifully captured in the borders of the current
windows. Physical memorials are an important feature of the current church interior and include echoes
from the demolished 18th century church; that of Architect James Gibbs amongst them.
Benjamin West’s altarpiece painting of the Holy Family indicates the high quality of art and craftsmanship
associated with Hardwick’s original interior; a level not diminished by the re-working of architect Thomas
Harris. ‘The whole interior was transformed in a spirit which was very different from the approach of
Hardwick. Yet, somehow the aesthetic ambition of the project is carried off with a punchy confidence,
providing a space more fitting for late 19th century worship informed by the vision of the High Church
than for the preaching box character of the Hardwick interior, however theatrical.’ 2
Music adds to the significance of St Marylebone; there is a strong choral tradition since the 1880s,
enhanced by composer John Stainer’s dedication to the organist and choir of his newly composed
oratorio, The Crucifixion in 1887. An important Rieger organ installed in 1980 expresses another element
of St Marylebone’s continuity and renewal of purpose.
St Marylebone is of High (National) significance overall.

Jeremy Musson,) Statement of Significance and Impact Assessment of Proposed Works, Church of St Marylebone, London (May
2014), p.14 with reference to H M Colvin, A Biographical Dictionary of British Architects, 1600-1840 (2008).
2 Musson, p.22
1
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2.2

Significance of the Area or Fabric Affected by the Proposal

Parish
Kitchen

Apse

West
Vestibule

Nave

Portico
Browning
Room
East
Vestibule

N

Fig 1. Ground floor plan – Fabric Significance
(Extract from Conservation Management Plan SD03 prepared by Insall Architects June 2018)
The walls and architectural features forming part of the 1880s Harris extension (shaded pink) are described as being of High
significance. Yellow shading indicates Medium significance, green shows Low significance, and blue is for areas that Detract from
significance.
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2.3

Significance of Wall Monuments & ‘Contested Heritage’

Monuments were anciently erected agreeably to the quality of the deceased that every one might discern
of what degree the person was when living. Noblemen had their effigies carved in stone, or engraved on
brass, and this was intended to bear a likeness to the deceased person; upon the same were usually
inscribed their titles, marriages, issues, and employments. Gentry, and persons of lower condition, were
interred under a flat stone, inscribed with their name and time of their decease; and these particulars
were sometimes engraved on a brass plate. It was not till after the Reformation that monumental slabs
began to be placed against the walls of Churches.
The present St Marylebone Parish Church is the 4th known parish church building to serve the parish.
The first parish church established sometime after 1086 was dedicated to St John the Evangelist and was
the parish church of the manors of Tyburn and Lisson. By 1400, St John's had fallen into disrepair and
was demolished; a new parish church was built nearer to Tyburn Manor House (St Mary the Virgin (Mary
of the Bourne). The site of this parish church and its successor is now the Old Church Memorial Garden at
the north end of Marylebone High Street.
The second parish church fell in to disrepair and was taken down in 1740, to be replaced by the third
parish church, opened in 1742 and demolished in 1949 after suffering extensive bomb damaged.
The Monuments of the church are rich and varied, with a number of ancient wall monuments transferred
from the old parish church after its demolition and placed in the staircases. The monuments currently
located in the East and West Vestibules of the present parish church also relate to the 2nd and 3rd parish
churches, and some are more recent, relating to the current church.

Contested Heritage at St Marylebone Parish Church (Statement prepared by the Rector at St Marylebone
Parish Church, The Revd Canon Dr Stephen Evans)

By 'contested heritage' we mean historic objects, buildings or places whose received or conventional
narratives are currently being challenged. The markers and symbols of the past are a powerful means in
understanding and interpreting the past. Around the world, both in conflict and in peace time, throughout
history, individuals and groups have focused on aspects of the historic environment to help them to assert,
defend or deny a particular version of history. When an object or place becomes contested, strongly held
views tend to emerge on all sides.
We, at St Marylebone, are acutely aware that certain representations of history in our building (chiefly
through commemorative plaques and monuments) can cause pain, distress or offence for particular
groups of people. Some of the monuments erected here in past centuries, commemorating significant
figures in British and world history, are, today, at odds with contemporary values.
We are working hard on how best to interpret these monuments and the people they commemorate in a
way that will help us develop a contemporary response to contested heritage. This interpretation work is
currently underway, and will be presented as the development work on this becomes available.
Historic England believes that removing difficult and contentious parts of the historic environment risks
harming the understanding of our collective past. It recommends that clear, long-lasting and/or innovative
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reinterpretation at or near a contested object should be used in order to reflect a changed context and
contemporary understanding of the memorial.
We share a widespread understanding that histories may be re-told or reinterpreted but, once lost, the
historic environment cannot be re-made. The built historic record remains the shared physical legacy of
humankind, prompting us to address the past, as understood and narrated by each generation.
Most of the monuments covered in this report are considered to be of HIGH significance. The “gazetteer”
sections 4.0 to 7.0 records the individual significances.
In connection with the issue of contested heritage at St Marylebone, it is proposed to erect a new slate
plaque in the new stairway in clear view of all visitors in recognition of this, for which the project is also
seeking a Faculty. The proposed extract for the plaque is as shown below, and as indicated in the
visualisation (fig. 17, page 26) and architectural drawings accompanying this application.
To commemorate all whose
lives and stories have not been
told here in past centuries,
including the victims of other
people’s greed and cruelty.
So the last shall be first, and the first last
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3.0

METHODOLOGY FOR RELOCATION

In general, the proposal is to survey the existing wall monuments including how they are fixed prior to
removing them from the wall. Where possible monuments will be relocated immediately rather than
placed into storage. They will be reinstated using the same fixing method with either new or existing
fixings depending on the findings and condition when removed. This is likely to involve installing a new
corbel / ledger into the existing masonry wall for the monuments to sit on. In some cases, the lower
section of the wall monument itself forms the ledger. Additional lintels may be required at the head of
the opening to support the existing wall structure above. The monuments will then be fixed back at high
level with pins into the existing walls. Plaster wall finishes will be made good and redecorated to match
the original decorative scheme.
Where it is not feasible to relocate the monument immediately, for example where the item is to be fixed
to a new wall or if damage to the monument might occur due to other works, the monument will have to
be protected, stored and reinstated as soon as possible. This does provide the opportunity to undertake
any repairs or cleaning off-site.
Once the monuments have been relocated they will undergo repair works as noted on the schedules.
Other monuments which are not to be relocated still require some repairs and cleaning which is also
noted on the schedule of work. These works will be undertaken alongside the other repairs and cleaning
to relocated monuments.
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4.0

EAST VESTIBULE MONUMENTS

Two particularly elegant wall monuments, Cavendish-Bentinck E1 and Cavendish-Bentinck E2, originally
situated either side of the reredos of the 1740s church, are now located on the north-west wall. They
refer to the family vault under the church, since moved, of family members including the 3rd Duke of
Portland, d.1809, and the 4th Duke’s wife, d.1844. The 4th Duke was buried at Bolsover Castle and the
5th Duke at Kensal Green.
The intention is to relocate these 2 monuments, located either side of the external entrance door in the
East Vestibule to the second floor landing of the east vestibule staircase. Currently for the majority of the
day the existing entrance doors remain closed and the East Vestibule has limited use except for access to
the Galleries. This is because, if the doors are open the room becomes cold, draughty and therefore
unwelcoming.
As part of the SMCL project, a new entrance lobby (fig. 2) is proposed to be installed in the East and West
Vestibule. This will enable the church to open the existing entrance doors to give a welcoming entrance
to the building without creating a poor internal environment for its inhabitants and building.
To ease the flow of people in and out of the building the new entrance lobby will have a large, glazed
sliding door. To comply with the safety requirements, the moving door must slide behind a screen to
prevent anyone from being caught by it (or cause damage to the door). The result is that one of the
existing monuments will be shielded by the lobby screen. As these monuments are symmetrical the
intention is to relocate the pair.

Figure 2: shows the proposal for the Lobby to the East Vestibule.
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The two white marble monuments which date to 1809 (to the right of the door E2) and 1824 (to the left
E1) as fig 3, record the presence of the Cavendish-Bentinck family vault under the 3rd parish church.
The monuments can be seen in their original positions on the East Wall of the 3rd parish church (fig 4)

Figure 3. Cavendish Bentinck family monuments in present parish church (E1 to the left and E2 to the right)

Figure 4. Cavendish Bentinck Family monuments 3rd parish church (Westminster archives 1935)
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4.1 CAVENDISH BENTINCK E1
The monument to the right of the door (fig. 3 and fig 6) and reads:
In a family vault beneath this church lie
WILLIAM HENRY CAVENDISH BENTINCK, 3rd DUKE OF PORTLAND, died Oct.30th 1809, buried Nov. 9th
DOROTHY, DUCHESS OF PORTLAND, wife of William Henry Cavendish Bentinck, 3rd Duke of Portland,
died June 3rd 1794, buried June 14th.
GEORGIANA AUGUSTA FREDERICA, wife of Lord William Charles Cavendish Bentinck, died. Dec. 10th
1813, buried Dec. 17th.
LORD WILLIAM CHARLES CAVENDISH BENTINCK, died Apl. 28th 1826, buried May 3rd
LORD WILLIAM HENRY CAVENDISH BENTINCK, died June 17th 1839, buried June 26th.
MARY, wife of Lord William Henry Cavendish Bentinck, died May 1st, 1843, buried May 16th.
William Cavendish-Bentinck, 3rd Duke of Portland
William, 3rd Duke of Portland was a British Whig and Tory politician during the late Georgian era. He
served as Chancellor of the University of Oxford (1792–1809) and twice as the Prime Minister, of Great
Britain (1783) and then of the United Kingdom (1807–09). The twenty-four years between his two terms
as Prime Minister is the longest gap between terms of office of any British Prime Minister.
Dorothy Bentinck, Duchess of Portland
Dorothy Bentinck was the wife of William Cavendish. She is also a great-great-great-grandmother of
Queen Elizabeth II through the queen's maternal grandmother. Dorothy Cavendish was born on 27
August 1750 to William Cavendish, 4th Duke of Devonshire, the Prime Minister of Great Britain and his
wife Lady Charlotte Boyle, 6th Baroness Clifford.
Lord William Charles Augustus Cavendish-Bentinck
Known as Lord Charles Bentinck, he was a British soldier and politician and a great-great-grandfather of
Queen Elizabeth II.
Bentinck was the third son of British Prime Minister William Cavendish-Bentinck, 3rd Duke of Portland
and Lady Dorothy (1750–1794), only daughter of Prime Minister William Cavendish, 4th Duke of
Devonshire. William Bentinck, 4th Duke of Portland, and Lord William Bentinck were his elder brothers.
He was born on 20 May 1780 at Burlington House, Piccadilly.
Bentinck was returned to Parliament for Ashburton in 1806, a seat he held until 1812. He served under
the Earl of Liverpool as Treasurer of the Household between 1812 and 1826.
Georgiana Augusta Frederica Seymour
Lord William Charles Augustus Cavendish-Bentinck’s first wife (1782 – 10 December 1813). Daughter of
the courtesan Grace Elliott (a Scottish courtesan, writer and spy resident in Paris during the French
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Revolution); she was said to be a daughter of the Prince of Wales or of the 4th Earl of Cholmondeley,
both men claiming her paternity.
William Henry Cavendish-Bentinck
He was the second son of Prime Minister William Bentinck. He served as Governor-General of India from
1828 to 1835. He has been credited for significant social and educational reforms in India including
abolishing sati, suppressing female infanticide and human sacrifice and ending lawlessness by eliminating
thuggee – which had existed for over 450 years – with the aid of his chief captain, William Henry Sleeman.
Along with Thomas Babington Macaulay he introduced English as the language of instruction in India
Lady Mary
William Henry’s wife. She was the daughter of Arthur Acheson, 1st Earl of Gosford, on 18 February 1803.
This monument has a painted and gilded crest which is also considerably faded and requires cleaning. The
maker of this monument and the associated Cavendish Bentinck monument is unknown. The monument
is of HIGH significance as it tells a story of patronage in the area and an immensely important family.
4.2 CAVENDISH BENTINCK E2
The monument (1824) to the left of the door reads (Fig 3 and Fig 5) reads:
In a family vault beneath this church lie WILLIAM HENRY CAVENDISH BENTINCK, Marquis of Titchfield,
died March 4th 1824, buried March 13th.
LADY CAROLINE BENTINCK, died Jan. 23rd 1828 buried February 12th.
HENRIETTA SCOTT, DUCHESS OF PORTLAND, died Apl. 28th 1844 buried May 9th
LORD WILLIAM GEORGE FREDERICK CAVENDISH BENTINCK, died Sep. 21st, 1848, buried Sep. 29th.
William Henry Cavendish Bentinck (21 August 1796 – 5 March 1824)
Marquess of Titchfield, styled Viscount Woodstock until 1809—was a British Member of Parliament (MP)
and peer. Born into the noble Bentinck family, his grandfather William Cavendish-Bentinck, 3rd Duke of
Portland, served as both Prime Minister of Great Britain and Prime Minister of the United Kingdom.
Expected to succeed his father as the fifth Duke of Portland, Titchfield died at only 27 years old. Son of
Henrietta Scott and 4th Duke of Portland
Lady Caroline Bentinck
Daughter of Henrietta Scott and 4th Duke of Portland
Henrietta Scott – Duchess of Portland (1774 – 24 April 1844)
Wife of William Bentinck, 4th Duke of Portland. Mother to William Henry Cavendish Bentick, Lord William
George and Lady Caroline.
Lord William George Frederick Cavendish-Scott-Bentinck (27 Feb 1802 – 21 Sept 1848)
Better known as Lord George Bentinck, was an English Conservative politician and racehorse owner,
noted for his role (with Benjamin Disraeli) in unseating Sir Robert Peel over the Corn Laws. Son of
Henrietta Scott and 4th Duke of Portland
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The monument has a painted and gilded crest which has faded considerably and requires cleaning.
The monument is of HIGH significance as it tells a story of patronage in the area and an immensely
important family.

Figure 5 1824 Cavendish Bentinck family memorial

4.3

Figure 6 1809 Cavendish Bentinck Family memorial

PROPOSED NEW POSITION

In terms of relocation, the monuments will be kept together as they are designed to be a pair. For this
reason, the proposal is to relocate them to a location where they can be seen together. Several options
have been considered and are set out below, with a preference towards option 1.
Option 1 – the wall adjacent to the entrance to the second floor gallery from the East Vestibule staircase
as indicated in figure 7 is the preferred option. This position enables the monuments to be read together.
It is a less prominent position than option 2 below but offer less potential harm to the building fabric.
Option 2 – to locate the monuments in the Nave on the wall piers between the existing windows so they
will be visible from the second floor galleries as indicated in figure 8. This is the principal space of the
church and would have been considered an appropriate location. However from historic images, there is
evidence that frescos once existed in this location as shown in figure 9 and for this reason this was
considered not to be viable on the assumption that the frescos have been painted over.
Option 3 – is to locate the monuments in the Crypt Meeting Room as demonstrated by figure 10. This
space has quite low ceilings so although adequate, the spatial proportions are not as suitable as the
second floor of the East Vestibule.
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Figure 7. Option 1 Second Floor level in the East Vestibule
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Fig 8. Option 2 Nave proposed position for East Vestibule monuments on piers between the windows in front of the second floor
galleries

Fig. 9 Historic interior of the Nave which show frescos in the proposed location of option 2
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Figure 10. Option 3 Proposed Undercroft meeting room

Page 18 of 35

5.0

WEST VESTIBULE MONUMENTS

In the West Vestibule there are 2 monuments, Robert W1 and Watson W2 located to the right of the
entrance doors. Like the East Vestibule, the Changing Lives project is proposing to install a new glazed
entrance lobby (as fig. 13) and the result is these monuments will be shielded by the new lobby so it is
proposed to relocate these monuments so that they remain visible to the public.
Figure 11 shows the wall monuments to be relocated in their current positions. Watson W2 (bottom) is
to remain in the West Vestibule but is to be relocated below the existing monuments on the base of the
staircase as figure 12.

Fig 11. Monuments, Robert W1 (top) and Watson W2 (below) in West vestibule to be moved

Roberts W1 (top) is to be relocated to the East Vestibule and will sit adjacent to the new glazed lobby at
the base of the staircase as figure 13. This is an ideal location for this significant monument as it will be
visible to visitors and it fits well within the proportions of the space before the wall curves with the
staircase.
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Fig 12. Watson W2 relocated above existing wall monuments, Laurence W5

Fig 13. This visual shows the proposed new entrance lobby in the East Vestibule
Roberts W1 relocated to the wall at the base of the staircase
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5.1 ROBERTS W1
This is the earliest monument in the present parish church building, dating back to 1658. Its position in its
original location at the 2nd parish church is unknown but we do know that it was moved to the East wall
in the 3rd parish church when the 2nd was demolished. (fig 14.) The monument can be seen to the right
of the altar, in line with the 1st floor gallery.

Figure 14. East wall of the 3rd Parish Church (Westminster Archives)
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Figure 15. Roberts and Howland Memorial

The black marble monument in two parts reads (Fig 15):
In this vault neere this monument lyeth the body of ELIZABETH ROBERTS, the wife of Thomas Roberts
Esq., son and heire of Sir Walter Roberts of Glassenbury in the County of Kent, Kt. & Barronett, by whom
she had issue two sons and one daughter. \she was the only daughter and heire of Sir Mathew Howland
of Stratton in the County of Surrey, Kt. By Dame Frances, daughter of Edward Farsett Esq., Lord of this
Manor. She secondly married Humphrey Scott of Hawkhurst in the County of Kent, Esq., by whom she
had 3 sons & 2 daughters. She lived desird and dyed lamented on the leaventh of December A.D. 1658.
In the vault neere this momument lyeth interred the body of DAME FRANCES HOWLAND the Mother of
the said Elizabeth Scott and relict of Sir Mathew Howland of Stretham in the County of Surrey, Kt. One of
the daughters of Edward Forcett of Maribone in the County of Middle. Esq., who departed this life at
Stepney the third day of May in the yeare of our Lord 1668 and about the seventy seaventh yeare of her
age.
“For whose pious memory the Lady Howland her loving Mother erected this monument and intendes to
be here also buried.”
Elizabeth Roberts
Elizabeth Roberts was the wife of Thomas Roberts (son and heir of Sit Walter Roberts of Glassenbury
(Covnty Kent). She was the daughter of Sir Matthew Howland and Dame Frances. Her second marriage
was to Humphrey Scott
Dame Frances Howland
Mother of Elizabeth and daughter of Edward Forcett of Marylebone
This monument is of particular interest not only because of its age, but also as it still retains a great deal
of colour. It is likely that the paint work has been restored at some point, although there is no record of
this, but it is rare to see a monument of this age with the amount of paintwork still present nonetheless.
The maker of this monument is unknown. Although its original location is unknown, in the 3rd and 4th
parish churches it was displayed in areas of high visibility. It is considered to be of HIGH significance.

Page 22 of 35

5.2 WATSON W2
The second monument, Watson W2 (fig 16) in this Vestibule dates to 1814. It’s location before the
present day is unknown.

Fig 16. Stone monument in West Vestibule

This stone monument reads:

SACRED
TO THE MEMORY
OF CAROLINE WATSON,
Engraver to HER MAJESTY,
WHO DIED 9TH JUNE 1814, AGED 34.
If Taste and Feeling, that with goodness dwell.
And teach the modest Artist to excel,
If Gratitude, whose voice to Heavan ascends,
And seems celestial to surviving Friends,
If charms so pure a lasting Record claim,
Preserve, Thou faithful Stone! A spotless Name!
Meek CAROLINE receive due Praise from Earth
For Graceful Talents join’d to genuine Worth!
God gave thee gifts such as to few may fall, Thy Heart, to Him who gave devoted all.
W. Hayley.
Caroline Watson (1760/61-1814)
Caroline Watson was an engraver and printmaker. She was trained by her father James Watson who was
an Irish mezzotint engraver. Watson’s artistic reputation was consolidated after being appointed Engraver
to Queen Charlotte in 1785. Caroline Watson's work can still be seen in collections all over the world,
from the Greenwich Museums in London to the Auckland Art Gallery in New Zealand.
Some of her works: https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp50798/caroline-watson
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Although we have very little information about this monument, it has wide significance internationally
due to the fact that Caroline Watson was engraver to Queen Charlotte and that her work can still be
viewed all over the world. It is also highly significant in telling the St Marylebone story through the people
associated with the building and the area.
The monument displays some historic cement repair works to the mouldings, some loss of detail in the
lettering.
It is considered to be of HIGH significance.
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6.0

EXISTING KITCHEN / NEW CIRCULATION SPACE MONUMENTS

The primary driver for the Changing Lives project is to create a more welcoming space for all users and to
do this, the accessibility in and around the church is being addressed and improved. The current lift
provision is functional yet small. It is heavily used by visitors to the church, Healing and Counselling
Centre and GP surgery. The proposal is to remove the existing lift and upgrade it with a new larger, Part
M compliant lift which is more suitable for wheelchair users and has a larger capacity.
In the early stages of the project, CAL reviewed options for the position of the new lift and the most
suitable location was within the existing Parish kitchen as it had the least impact on the historic fabric of
the building as well as being well located to enable visitors to easily use it to gain access into the Crypt.
In placing the lift in the existing kitchen the intention is to change the function of this space to a
circulation space with a new spiral staircase. The existing kitchen is to be relocated into the Crypt and
upgraded with a new workspace and equipment.
The position of the new lift has led to 4 monuments needing to be relocated. These 4 monuments are in
their original locations but as the use of the space around them has changed over time, all are currently
inappropriately displayed. Vardill K6 (fig. 19), Fairlie K7A (fig.21) and Clark K7B (fig. 23) are all directly
impacted by the new lift and associated services. So the proposal is to relocate them within the same
room but to the North and West walls by the new staircase as figure 17. Currently, Fairlie K7A and Clark
K7B are not visible as are located in a services cupboard and Vardill K6 is not easily visible to the public
either as the kitchen is generally locked. Relocating the wall monuments will meant they are visible to all
visitors as a prominent features in the space. To remove the monuments, part of the ceiling will need to
be removed. This will be reinstated to match the (assumed) existing lath and plaster ceiling once they
have been relocated.
It is also proposed to relocate Palmer K3 (fig.18). This is a consequence of needing to find new positions
for the other monuments. Palmer K3 is a bronze monument unlike the other stone wall monuments in
the space. The intention is to relocate it to the Browning Room, where the existing bronze plaques of
Elizabeth and Robert Browning are found. This creates space for the other 3 stone monuments around
the new staircase. Clark K7B will be mounted in the original position of Palmer.
Detailed historic information on the relocated monuments is provided on the following pages but for
further information refer to Appendix A.
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K7b

K6

K7A

Figure 17 shows Fairlie K7A (fig.21), Clark K7B (fig. 23) and Vardill K6 (fig. 19) in new positions
following installation of a new Part M compliant lift and spiral staircase
The proposed slate plaque is also shown within the window niche, as noted on page 9 of this document
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6.1

PALMER K3

Fig 18 shows K3 PALMER

City of London Volunteers (City of London Imperial Volunteers), 3rd Middlesex Volunteer Artillery, eldest
son of Henry James and Harriet Matilda Palmer of St Marylebone. Died at Bloemfontein, 27th May 1900,
aged 23.
Monuments in this design and construction were erected, at the expense of Sir Alfred Newton, Bt. (Lord
Mayor of London, 1900), in the parish churches of those who had died in the South African Campaign
(Second Boer War, 1899 – 1902).
After the outbreak of the Second Boer War in October 1899, volunteer corps were established in most
counties of the United Kingdom to provide officers and men for service in South Africa. In December a
proposal was put forward that the City of London should sponsor a volunteer troop of soldiers to take
part in the conflict. The Lord Mayor, Alfred James Newton was approached by Colonel Boxall on the
subject and within days he had reached agreement with various City livery companies, bankers,
merchants and the Court of Common Council to support and fund the venture. A corps of Imperial
volunteers to be raised and equipped by the City of London was authorized by Royal Warrant dated 24
December 1899 with the name City of London Imperial Volunteers - CIV for short. The corps included an
infantry division, a mounted infantry division, and a field battery (artillery) division. The infantry and
mounted infantry divisions were composed of about 1,400 men recruited mainly from existing volunteer
regiments in London and Middlesex, while the artillery division was composed of about 150 men
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recruited from the Honourable Artillery Company and the City of London Artillery forming a battery of
four 12½ pounder quick-firing guns, manufactured by Messrs Vickers' Sons & Maxim.
There was also a cyclist section, which was mainly in charge of despatches.
The first volunteers were registered at the Guildhall on 1 January 1900. All the officers and men received
the Freedom of the City of London before departure. Most of the men proceeded to South Africa in
January and February 1900, returned in October the same year, and the corps was disbanded on 1
December 1900. The January 1900 contingent sailed aboard the SS Garth Castle of Castle Line. The later
contingent, comprising the HAC battery of four guns, sailed (with other territorial units from Oxford and
Ireland) in the SS Montfort of Canadian Pacific Line on 3 February 1900.
The corps was part of the huge force assembled to relieve Kimberley on 15 February 1900, and came
under fire for the first time during actions at Jacobsdal the following day.
On 13 March 1900, following the Battle of Paardeberg, British forces captured Bloemfontein and built a
concentration camp nearby to house Boer women and children. The National Women's Monument, on
the outskirts of the city, pays homage to the 26,370 women and children as well as 1,421 old men (also
14,154 black people, though some sources feel that the records are unsatisfactory, and that this number
could be as high as 20,000) who died in these camps in various parts of the country.
The 3rd Middlesex Artillery Volunteers were formed in 1861 as a response to a French invasion threat.
The Corps was first formed on 12 September 1861, with Headquarters in Islington, London. It occupied
several premises during its existence, the last of which was in Lower Kennington Lane.
It had three divisions, each with three batteries:
1st Division – Armoury House, Farringdon Road, London
2nd Division – Lower Kennington Lane, SE
3rd Division – Porteous Road, Paddington
In 1902 the Corps was retitled 3rd Middlesex Royal Garrison Artillery (Volunteers)
This wall monument requires a clean and is of MEDIUM significance and the proposed new location will
be suitable as it will sit alongside other bronze items as well as being visible to visitors.
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6.2

VARDILL K6

Figure 19 shows K6 Vardill

First and Last Regius Professor of Divinity at King's College, New York, later Columbia University
American Loyalist educator, pamphleteer, clergyman, playwright, poet, and spy
Baptized in New York City on 5th July 1749. Died at St Marylebone, London on 16th January 1811, buried
in St Marylebone Parish Church.
The Revd Doctor John Vardill was born in New York City, the son of a ship's captain. He studied at King's
College, New York City, starting in 1762, aged 13, first under the President, Dr. Samuel Johnson, then
under President Myles Cooper. Vardill tutored his fellow students in moral philosophy and natural law,
and assisted Dr. Samuel Clossy in anatomical lectures. He graduated with a B.A. in 1766, and received an
M.A. in 1769.
At an early age, Vardill wrote a series of anti-Presbyterian and anti-Whig articles. Vardill authored a series
of pro-British political broadsides in 1773 supporting the Tea Tax under the pseudonym Poplicola, one of
which went to four imprints. He was appointed professor of natural philosophy and moral philosophy at
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King's the next year. He was also appointed assistant Minister and Lecturer at Trinity Church, New York
City.
In early 1774, before actually acting in these new roles of professor or minister, he journeyed to London
to take Anglican orders. Though he didn't know it at the time, he would be "one of the earliest exiles of
the American Revolutionary War" which started that year.
On June 28th, 1774, Vardill received his M.A. from the University of Oxford, and was appointed by the
King a Royal or Regius Professor "for the purpose of defending the Christian, & maintaining the grand
Principles of Natural, Religion, by annual Lectures on those Subjects", and granted 200 pounds a year to
sustain him in England. He advocated, while in London, for the appointment of a Bishop for America, and
for a revised charter for King's College, supporting his former mentor President Cooper.
Beginning in 1774, still in London as the war had begun, Vardill wrote a series of newspaper columns
signed with the pseudonym Coriolanus in support of Lord North's ministry. Vardill "had a rare accessibility
to the offices of the powerful in England, and may have been more important than the Governor of New
York" in influence. Vardill lived on Downing Street and was consulted in 1778 by the Carlisle Peace
Commissioners. He later told a Loyalist commission that, "He devoted his time, from 1775 to 1781, to the
service of [the] Government" which paid him 200 pounds a year since he could not return home.
Sometime in 1776, Vardill was recruited by English spymaster William Eden (later Lord Auckland) and
became "one of the under-secretary's three most important Agents". Vardill's activities were centered on
Americans in England, "where he kept alert to opportunities for obtaining information or recruiting new
agents." Vardill recruited an American named Van Zant, "who had considerable influence with Dr.
Franklin" along with a Mrs. Jamp, proprietor of a bordello in Dover, and through her recruited an
American sea captain name Hyson, who was on a mission from the American Commissioners in Paris, and
bragged about it.
Vardill thus was able to intercept important dispatches from Paris,
and use the information to capture "many Vessels bound to
America". Commissioner Silas Dean trusted Hyson, and so the
complete correspondence between the American Commissioners
and the French Court were put into the hands of the British. He
also turned a Captain Deveraux, who revealed letters to American
contacts in Europe.
With the turning of the war in America's favour, at Yorktown in
1781, Vardill realized his exile would be permanent, and that his
services would no longer been needed by the government. He
applied to the Loyalist claims commission in 1783 for
compensation, and for his promised professorship.
Figure 20 John Vardill

The British Government system he had so strongly and repeatedly defended in print and in espionage
against his native land essentially turned its back on its most vigorous and earliest American supporter;
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Vardill left the commission meeting "in turmoil" with a feeling of "keen injustice", and that "after
sacrificing all, he was to be granted neither the honour of the country's recognition of his commitment to
her cause, nor the financial compensation simple justice demanded."
He wrote no more political pamphlets, and abandoned London and the exciting life of spying for rural
domesticity as a country parson at Skirbeck and Fishtoft in Lincolnshire. He received the living of in 1791,
remaining there until his death in 1811.
His only child was his daughter the poet Anna Jane Vardill (1781–1852), born on November 19, 1781 in
London.
The condition of this wall monument is fair but requires a clean and careful removal of some existing
paint marks to the surface. The monument is of HIGH significance and the proposed new location will
reflect this as it will be housed in a space where many visitors will be able to easily view it.

6.3

WILLIAM FAIRLIE OF FAIRLIE K7A

Figure 21 shows Fairlie K7a

Died 19th January 1825 in Park Crescent, Portland Place, and buried in St Marylebone Parish Church aged
72. Member of Parliament, East India Company Merchant, Financier and Ship Owner
Margaret Fairlie (wife of William Fairlie). Died 2nd March 1845, aged 64
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William Fairlie was one of a succession of Scottish
traders who made their fortune in the British Empire.
He began his agency in Calcutta (where a ‘Fairlie Place’
was first recorded in 1794), in partnership with John
Fergusson, a fellow-Ayrshireman. By the turn of the
century his firm was involved in a wide range of
businesses extending well beyond India.
In the early nineteenth century Fairlie’s agency house
was the largest ship owner in Calcutta, and transported
rice, indigo and cotton, as well as carrying opium to the
China coast. The ship FAIRLIE, was built on the Hooghly
River in 1811-12, and subsequently carried emigrants
and convicts to Australia for many years. The larger ship
WILLIAM FAIRLIE traded regularly between London and
Canton for the East India Company between 1821 and
1832 carrying rice, indigo, cotton and opium. Fairlie was
also involved in financing trade in Danish ships between
India, Java and Europe, and through his partners and
connections established a trading network which
encompassed Canton, Batavia, Manila, Penang and New
South Wales.
Fig. 22 William Fairlie of Fairlie, Henry Raeburn
1756 - 1823, in the collection of Wolverhampton Art Gallery

In 1798, Fairlie married Margaret Ogilvy, daughter of John Ogilvy of Murtle, in Calcutta. The Fairlies had
two more children who survived to adulthood. Having returned from India the Fairlies settled in Park
Crescent, London, and William became a Member of Parliament. After his death in 1825, his widow
Margaret bought the estate of Coodham in south Ayrshire, Scotland, and built a substantial house there;
she died in 1845. The estate was inherited by her son (Colonel) James Ogilvy Fairlie, who with the Earl of
Eglinton founded the Open Golf tournament in 1860. William and Margaret’s eldest daughter Agnes
Maria, was married in 1821 to her cousin, (Colonel) James Fairlie of Holms, by whom she had nine sons
and five daughters.
The ships FAIRLIE and WILLIAM FAIRLIE
WILLIAM FAIRLIE, a ship of 1348 tons, was built by Bayley at Ipswich and regularly traded between
London and Canton for the East India Company between 1821 and 1832.
The FAIRLIE a ship of 756 tons, was built on the Hooghly River in 1811 - 12 and regularly transported
emigrants and convicts to Australia. As a convict ship, she could carry 376 men in voyage lasting 111 days.
The FAIRLIE was one of hundreds of convict ships sailed to Australia from the UK between 1787 and 1867
carrying over 160,000 convicts sentenced to transportation. Two convict voyages are recorded;
• To New South Wales, Australia, leaving England on 27th October 1833 with 376 ‘passengers’.
• To Van Diemen’s Land, Australia, arriving on 3rd July 1852 with 306 ‘passengers
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The condition of this wall monument is fair but requires a clean and careful removal of some existing
paint marks to the surface. The monument is of HIGH significance and the proposed new location will
reflect this as it will be housed in a space where many visitors will be able to easily view it.

6.4

CLARK K7B

Figure 23 shows K7b Clark

East India Company Merchant, Financier and Ship Owner
Lived in New Broad Street. Died June 18th 1838, aged 59, at the Portland Hotel and buried at St
Marylebone Parish Church
Also John Clark of Jamaica (1778 – 1814), his brother, died 14th February 1814, aged 35
Although little seems to have been written about David Clark, he appears to have spent much of his life in
Calcutta in the service of the East India Company. David was well-known enough to have an East India
Company barque named after him during his lifetime – the DAVID CLARK (1816). The ship played an
important role in the settlement of Australia and was the first immigrant ship to sail from Great Britain
directly to Port Phillip, Victoria.
Whilst David appears to have made a fortune in India, his brother John, John Clark of Jamaica, made his
fortune in Jamaica.
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Fig. 24 The DAVID CLARK under sail approaching Malta, 1820

Perhaps because of the early transport of Scots to Australia, David Clark has been commemorated several
times. A reunion of passengers in 1939 was extensively recorded in newspapers, while a ceremony
marked the 175th anniversary in 2014.
The condition of this wall monument is fair but requires a clean. The monument is of HIGH

significance and the proposed new location will reflect this as it will be housed in a space where
many visitors will be able to easily view it.
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7.0

HEALING AND COUNSELLING CENTRE WALL PLAQUES EL1 & 2 and CC5

There are 3 wall monuments in the Crypt which are to be relocated. These do not date as far back as the
Ground Floor wall monuments however, due to the proposals they need to be repositioned.
Two wall plaques EL1 and 2 (fig. 25) date from 1988 and relate to the opening of the Healing and
Counselling Centre (HCC) in the church. They are currently located in the lobby to the Marylebone Health
Centre which is to become a volunteer kitchen. Therefore, it is proposed to locate them at the entrance
to the Healing and Counselling Centre where they will be more visible and appropriately placed.

Figure 25 Healing and Counselling Centre plaques

Figure 26 Wall dedicated plaque

The third plaque CC5 (fig. 26) to be relocated also relates to the HCC and needs to be relocated because
the wall it is fixed to is to be removed to form a new entrance to the WCs. This plaque will be relocated
to the entrance to the HCC as well.
These monuments are of LOW significance however still have a strong connection with the recent
activities of the church. Their new position reflects their purpose and will be visible to members of the
public visiting these facilities.
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