Tyburn Convent and Tyburn Tree
Today’s St Marylebone is made up of two ancient manors: Tyburn and Lillestone.
The manor of Tyburn is infamous as the site of Tyburn Tree, one of London’s most awful places of
public execution for criminals, traitors and victims of state sponsored religious persecution.
Today, the place of execution is marked by a simple stone circle set into the traffic island near
Marble Arch.

Tyburn, near Marble Arch, was the site of ' The King's Gallows' from 1196 to 1783. It was thus the one-way
destination for six centuries for every kind of criminal.

A modern convent of Roman Catholic sisters stands nearby facing Hyde Park.

Tyburn Convent, 8 Hyde Park Place, London W2 2LJ

Telephone: 020 7723 7262

http://www.tyburnconvent.org.uk/

Pilgrims and tourists from all over the world visit the Shrine of the Martyrs at Tyburn.
A sister is available for guided tours of the shrine daily at 10.30am, 3.30pm and 5.30pm.

Tyburn Convent
Mother Mary of St. Peter, MARIE ADELE GARNIER, founded the Tyburn Convent.

Mother Mary of St. Peter, MARIE ADELE GARNIER was born in 1838 in
Burgundy France, where she lived with her family - father, three sisters and one
brother. For many years she taught as a governess and was greatly loved and
esteemed by both parents and children.
From her youth she felt deeply the love of Christ touching her heart, drawing her
to surrender herself totally to him, especially through the Eucharistic Sacrifice.
Holy Mass was the SUN of her life. Hence her devotion to the Eucharistic Christ
became the centre of her spiritual life.
Marie-Adèle loved Christ with such ardent love that she was drawn to establish Perpetual Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament in order to express fully her desire to offer the Sacred Heart of Jesus an unceasing
homage of love and reparation.
Thus, the Eucharist, the Sacrament and Sacrifice of the love of Christ, and the Sacred Heart, symbol of the
love human and divine of Christ for his Father and for all humanity, could never be separated in the soul of
Marie Adele. Hence Marie Adele sought to live this Eucharistic life as a solitary at Montmartre in Paris. Her
health failed and she was obliged to abandon this way of life. Several years later the Sacred Heart of Jesus
called her to establish a religious family consecrated to the worship and praise of the Holy Trinity through
liturgical prayer and Eucharistic adoration in the contemplative life. She founded her Congregation - the
ADORERS OF THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS, OF MONTMARTRE, in 1898 at Montmartre, Paris, with
the cordial approbation of Cardinal Richard, Archbishop of Paris. The aim of her Congregation - to glorify
the Most Blessed Trinity, finds practical expression as follows :
•

the daily participation in the Holy Mass;

•

the choral celebration of the Divine Office;

•

the perpetual adoration of the Blessed Sacrament exposed in the Monstrance;

•

daily prayer for the Holy Father, the Church, the country and for the entire human family.

Mother Marie Adèle Garnier established this form of contemplative life within the monastic tradition of the
Church under the Rule of St. Benedict. In 1901 the young community fled to England on account of the
laws of France against religious Orders. The Foundress settled her new community at TYBURN in London,
at the famous site of the martyrdom of more than 100 Catholic Reformation Martyrs. This monastery is
now the Mother House of her Congregation which has monasteries in England, Scotland, Ireland,
Australia, New Zealand, Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, Italy and France.
Mother Marie Adèle Garnier died at Tyburn in the year 1924 renowned for holiness and virtue She is
honoured and remembered especially for her heroic love of God and neighbour, her spirit of prayer, divine
contemplation, rich mystical and spiritual doctrine, humility, obedience, patience, simplicity & purity of
heart, and above all for her spirit of total "self-abandon" to the Holy Will of God, which she declared to be
her unique good.
"The Father is seeking ADORERS in spirit and in truth" John 4:23
Mother Marie Adele Garnier is famed for favours regarding babies, families, property, financial matters,

priests and spiritual needs. If you receive, as a response to your prayer. any material or spiritual favour
through the intercession of Mother Marie Adele Garnier, (Mother Mary of St Peter). Kindly inform any of
the monasteries of her Congregation.

Tyburn Tree and the Martyrs of Tyburn

In the reign of Queen Elizabeth I, the famous Triple Gallows was set up. Tyburn Gallows has
many names during its history: The Elms, the Elms near Tyburne, Tyburn Tree, the Deadly Never
Green Tyburn Tree, the Triple Tree. The meaning of Tyburn Tree under went a religious
transformation once so many Catholic Martyrs died there during the reformation. The Martyrs
changed Tyburn’s Deadly Tree into Tyburns Tree of Life.
Tyburn's first recorded execution took place in 1196, when William FitzOsbert, or William with
the Beard, was hanged for sedition. Ralph of Diceto tells us that William "his hands tied behind
him, his feet tied with long cords, was drawn by means of a horse through the midst of the city to
the gallows near the Tyburn. He was hanged."
The Elms near Tybourne were called "the King's Gallows". Thus Tyburn from the beginning was
clearly the King's gallows for London and Middlesex criminals. That it was placed outside the

boundary of the city indicates the administration of the criminal law by the King's courts instead
of by the local or manorial courts. The manner of execution at Tyburn seen in William FitzOsbert's
execution was to become the norm later.

“The execution of Edmund Campion Ralph Sherwin & Alexander Briant at Tyburn, London.”
That is, the condemned criminal, after being drawn to Tyburn on a hurdle or rough sledge by a
horse, at Tyburn was first hanged on the gallows, then drawn or disemboweled, and finally
quartered, his quarters being placed high in public places as a warning to others. Thus, because
Tyburn was the King's Gallows, those who were guilty of Treason were Hanged, Drawn and
Quartered on this spot.
Some say that over fifty thousand persons met their death at Tyburn during the six centuries it
was a place of execution. Among these are numbered:
Roger Mortimer, Earl of March, 1330
Perkin Warbeck, 1496
Elizabeth Barton, the "Holy Maid of Kent", 1534
Claude Duval, 1670
Jack Sheppard, 1724
Jonathan Wild, 1725
Earl Ferrers, 1760
Mrs Brownrigg, 1767
Dr Dodd, 1777
To this list we must add in 1661 the lifeless bodies of Cromwell, Ireton and Bradshaw were
exposed at Tyburn and beheaded.
The executions at Tyburn provided London's most popular and frightful sideshow. The ritual
cruelties and indecencies practised here thrilled and corrupted every class of society. Along with
criminals, saints and martyrs were butchered on Tyburn Tree.

The Tyburn Martyrs
The word 'Martyr' is of Greek derivation and originally meant "witness'. It soon came to be
applied to those who witnessed to their faith in Jesus Christ by laying down their lives for him. In

the Martyrs' Shrine at Tyburn Convent more than 350 Catholic Martyrs who witnessed to their
faith by dying for it during the Reformation are honoured.

The Catholic Martyrs of Tyburn
Ralph Sherwin: Priest who trained at the Venerable
English College and died at Tyburn 1st December
1581. Sentenced to death for allegedly consnpiring to
murder the Queen, Elizabeth I, he prayed for her
beneath the gallows. His dying prayer was: "Jesu, Jesu,
be to me a Jesus."

Edmund Campion: Jesuit, died at Tyburn 1st December
1581. A brilliant scholar at Oxford, Campion became a
Catholic, and joined the Jesuits. He worked in Prague
until 1580. He returned to England, where he led an
adventurous life encouraging and reconciling Catholics
and eluding priest-hunters. He was imprisoned, tortured
and sentenced to die.

Oliver Plunkett: The last Tyburn Martyr, died at Tyburn
1st July 1681. Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of all
Ireland, he was brought to London for a rigged trial,
found guilty of treason and sentenced to die the traitor’s
death. He was drawn to Tyburn on a hurdle in his
pontifical robes.

John Roberts: Benedictine monk and Welshman, died at
Tyburn 10th December, 1610. He became a monk at
Vallodolid and Compostela and went back to England in
1602. Imprisoned and exiled many times, he always
returned. He worked hard for victims of the plague. He
was finally arrested when celebrating Mass and taken to
prison.

Margaret Ward: Was hanged at Tyburn 30th
August1588, for assisting and relieving a priest. She
smuggled a rope to a priest in Bridewell prison and thus
enabled him to escape. The rope was traced to her and
she was arrested, hung up by the hands and flogged.
Never in her life had she done anything of which she
repented less.

John Houghton: Carthusian Prior, the first Tyburn
Martyr, died 4th May 1535, because he would not
acknowledge the supremacy of King Henry VIII over
the Church in England. His last words were, as the
executioner prepared to tear out his heart: “Good Jesus,
what will you do with my heart?” Seven Carthusians
died at Tyburn.

Notable executions

Name

William Fitz Osbert

Roger Mortimer,
1st Earl of March

Sir Humphrey Staffordof Grafton

Michael An Gof &Thomas Flamank

Perkin Warbeck

Date

Cause

Citizen of London executed for his role in a
1196 popular uprising of the poor in the spring of
1196.[23]

29 November 1330

Accused of assuming royal power; hanged
without trial.[24]

8 July 1486

Accused of siding with Richard III; hanged
without trial on orders of Henry VII.

27 June 1497[25] Leaders of the 1st Cornish Rebellion of 1497.

23 November 1499 Treason; pretender to the throne of Henry VII
of England by passing himself off as Richard

IV, the younger of the two Princes in the
Tower. Leader of the 2nd Cornish Rebellion
of 1497.[26]

Elizabeth Barton
"The Holy Maid of Kent"

John Houghton

Thomas FitzGerald, 10th Earl of Kildare

Treason; a nun who unwisely prophesied
20 April 1534 that King Henry VIII would die within six
months if he married Anne Boleyn.[27]

Prior of the Charterhouse who refused to
4 May 1535 swear the oath condoning King Henry VIII's
divorce of Catherine of Aragon.[28]

Rebel, renounced his allegiance to Henry
VIII. At length, on 3 February 1537, the Earl,
after imprisonment of sixteen months, and
five of his uncles, of eleven months, were
executed as traitors at Tyburn, being hanged,
drawn and quartered. The Irish Government,
not satisfied with the arrest of the Earl alone
wrote to Cromwell and was determined that
3 February 1537 the five uncles (James, Oliver, Richard, John
and Walter) should be arrested also. ref.
"The Earls of Kildare and their Ancestors." by
the Marquis of Kildare, 3rd edition 1858.
The sole male representative to the Kildare
Geraldines was then smuggled to safety by
his tutor at the age of twelve. Gerald
FitzGerald, 11th Earl of Kildare (1525–1585),
also known as the "Wizard Earl".

Sir Francis Bigod

Thomas Fiennes, 9th Baron Dacre

Leader of Bigod's Rebellion. Between June
and August 1537, the rebellion's ringleaders
and many participants were executed at
Tyburn, Tower Hill and many other locations.
They included Sir John Bigod, Sir Thomas
Percy, Sir Henry Percy, Sir John
Bulmer,[29] Sir Stephan Hamilton, Sir Nicholas
2 June 1537
Tempast, Sir William Lumley, Sir Edward
Neville, Sir Robert Constable, the abbots of
Barlings, Sawley, Fountains and Jervaulx
Abbeys, and the prior of Bridlington. In all,
216 were put to death in various places; lords
and knights, half a dozen abbots, 38 monks,
and 16 parish priests.[30]
Lord Dacre was convicted of murder after
being involved in the death of a gamekeeper
29 June 1541 whilst taking part in a poaching expedition on
the lands of Sir Nicholas Pelham
of Laughton.[31]

Francis Dereham andSir Thomas Culpeper

William Leech ofFulletby

Humphrey Arundell

Saint Edmund Campion[34]

Courtiers of King Henry VIII who were
sexually involved with his fifth wife,
Queen Catherine Howard. Culpeper and
Dereham were both sentenced to be
'hanged, drawn and quartered' but
10 December 1541 Culpeper's sentence was commuted to
beheading at Tyburn on account of his
previously good relationship with Henry.
(Beheading, reserved for nobility, was
normally carried out at Tower Hill.) Dereham
suffered the full sentence.
A ringleader of the rebellion called
the Pilgrimage of Grace in 1536, Leech
escaped to Scotland. He murdered
8 May 1543 the Somerset Herald, Thomas Trahern,
at Dunbar on 25 November 1542, causing an
international incident, and was delivered for
hanging in London.[32]
Leader of the Western Rebellion in 1549 –
27 January 1550 sometimes known as the Prayer Book
Rebellion[33]
1 December 1581

John Adams[35]
Roman Catholic priests.
[36]

Robert Dibdale

8 October 1586

John Lowe[37]

Brian O'Rourke

Irish lord, harboured and aided the escape
of Spanish Armada shipwreck survivors in
the winter of 1588. Following a short rebellion
3 November 1591 he fled to Scotland in 1591, but became the
first man extradited within Britain on
allegations of crimes committed in Ireland
and was sentenced to death for treason.

Robert Southwell[38]

21 February 1595 Roman Catholic priest.

John Felton

Lieutenant in the English army who
murdered George Villiers, 1st Duke of
29 November 1628
Buckingham, a courtier, statesman, and
favorite of King James I.

Philip Powel

30 June 1646

Peter Wright

19 May 1651 Roman Catholic priests.

John Southworth[39]

28 June 1654

Oliver Cromwell

Robert Hubert

Claude Duval

Saint Oliver Plunkett

Jane Voss

William Chaloner

Jack Hall

Jack Sheppard
"Gentleman Jack"

Jonathan Wild
James MacLaine
"The Gentleman Highwayman"

Laurence Shirley, 4th Earl Ferrers

Elizabeth Brownrigg

John Rann
"Sixteen String Jack"

Rev. James Hackman

John Austin

See Wikipedia entry for Tyburn

30 January 1661

28 September 1666

Posthumous execution following exhumation
of his body from Westminster Abbey.
Falsely confessed to starting the Great Fire
of London.[40]

21 January 1670 Highwayman.[41]

1 July 1681

19 December 1684

Lord Primate of All Ireland, Lord Archbishop
of Armagh and martyr.[42]
Robbing on the highway, high treason,
murder, and felony.

Notorious coiner and counterfeiter, convicted
23 March 1699 of high treason partly on evidence gathered
by Isaac Newton.
A chimney-sweep, hanged for committing a
burglary. There is a folk-song about him,
1707
which bears his name (and another song with
the variant name of Sam Hall).
16 November 1724 Notorious thief[43] and multiple escapee.
24 May 1725 Organized crime lord.[43]
3 October 1750 Highwayman.[44]
5 May 1760 The last peer to be hanged for murder.[45]

13 September 1767

Murdered Mary Clifford, a domestic
servant.[46]

30 November 1774 Highwayman.
Hanged for the murder of Martha Ray,
19 April 1779 mistress of John Montagu, 4th Earl of
Sandwich.[47]

3 November 1783

A highwayman, the last person to be
executed at Tyburn.[48]

Relics of the Catholic Martyrs of Tyburn at Tyburn Convent
The Church of England commemorates the English Saints and Martyrs of the Reformation Era
on 4th May every year.
Collect
Merciful God,
who, when your Church on earth was torn apart
by the ravages of sin,
raised up men and women in this land
who witnessed to their faith with courage and constancy:
give to your Church that peace which is your will,
and grant that those who have been divided on earth
may be reconciled in heaven,
and share together in the vision of your glory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

